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person, life, and liberty of the Eegent, whom he would be in a	if
position to arrest at any moment as soon as he became the ab-	f \f
solute and independent master of the civil and military house-	J I
hold of the King; that the court saw what must inevitably	; ',,!
result from an unheard-of novelty, which placed everything in	' t
the hands of M. du Maine; and that he left it to the enlighten-	^ * '
ment, to the prudence, to the wisdom, to the equity of the
company, and its love for the State, to declare what they
thought on this subject.
M. du Maine appeared then as contemptible in the broad
open daylight as he had appeared redoubtable in the obscurity
of the cabinets. He had the look of one condemned, and his
face, generally so fresh-coloured, was now as pale as death.
He replied in a very low and scarcely intelligible voice, and
with an air as respectful and as humble as it had been audacious
in the morning.
People opined without listening to him ; and tumultuously,
but with one voice, the entire abrogation of the codicil was
passed. This was premature, as the abrogation of the testament
had been in the morning—both caused by sudden indignation.
D'Aguesseau and Fleury both spoke, the first in few words,,
the other at greater length, making a very good speech. As it
exists in the libraries, I will only say that the conclusions
of both orators were in everything favourable to M. le Due
d'OrMans.
After they had spoken, the Due du Maine, seeing himself
totally shorn, tried a last resource. He represented, with more
force than could have been expected from his demeanour at
this second sitting, but yet with measure, that since he had
been stripped of the authority confided to him by the codicil,
he asked to be discharged from the responsibility of answering
for the person of the King, and to be allowed simply to preserve-
the superintendence of his education. M. le Due d'Orleans re-
plied, " With all my heart, Monsieur ; nothing more is wanted."
Thereupon the Chief President formally put the question to the
vote.
A decree was passed by which all power was taken from the-

